
 

 

SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP 
 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Wednesday, 13 October 2021 at 10.00 am. This was a virtual 
meeting.  
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr SB Collins (Chairman) 
 

Mr N Cotton 
Mrs BC Gray 
Mr WJ Wearing 
 

Mr M Wilson 
Mrs S Evans 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Hosking - Local Area Network Manager South Lakes 
Mrs H Karaaslan - Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland 
Mr S Giles - Flood and Development Management Officer 
Ms K Hall - Assistant Development Management Officer 
Mr C Parkes 
Mr J Brook 
Mr A Jarvis 

- Flood and Development Management Officer 
- SLDC 
- SLDC 

       
 
 
14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr J Bland 
 
15 MINUTES 
 
Page 9, Minute 3C, 2nd paragraph, 8th line. Remove ‘be’ 
 
RESOLVED that, subject to the correction above, the Minutes of the meeting held 

on 1 September 2021 be agreed as a true record. 
 
16 DRAFT DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL ALLOCATIONS AND 

PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2022/23 AND PROVISIONAL PROGRAMMES 
FOR 2023/24 AND 2024/25 

 
A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
regarding the draft Devolved Highways Capital Allocations and Programme of 
Works 2022/23 and provisional programmes for 2023/24 and 2024/25. Members 
were asked to consider the Local Committee’s devolved highways capital 
allocations and proposed schemes for 2022/23 and to make a recommendation to 
the South Lakeland Local Committee Meeting on 25th November 2021. 
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The Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland explained that even though Local 
Government Reorganisation was imminent, the draft Programme of Works would be 
in place for the newly constituted authorities. Attention was drawn to the proposed 
block allocation for 2022/23 and proposed schemes for 2022/23. The allocation for 
the following two years had not been set but the draft programmes of work had been 
based on assessments undertaken over Summer 2021 and would be refreshed 
every year.  
 
A member asked about works to be undertaken at Old Scotch Road junction and 
Egholme, Killington. The Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland undertook to 
provide a map of the works to be done at this location. 
 
Following a member request for clarity on pothole funding and its use for pre-
patching, the Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland commented on the 
amount of money to be spent on this. He advised that pre-patching was being done 
and additional pothole money would be used to do further network repairs as they 
arose. 
 
A member asked why the lighting budget allocation remained the same each year 
and in relation to Low Fellside, Middleton which was a dead end road, queried if this 
and similar roads could be patched rather than resurfaced as the road was not 
heavily used. The Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland explained that 
roads were assessed and scored for their condition so that the road network was in 
good condition. He undertook to revisit the scoring and provide a response outside 
of the meeting. He explained that the lighting budget allocation had to cover 
structural testing and replacement so that lighting columns were safe. He confirmed 
that the budget allocation had fluctuated over the years. A request was made for 
further details on the number of lighting columns and the number replaced each 
year. This information would be circulated outside of the meeting. 
 
A number of members asked for a future briefing on how roads were prioritised for 
resurfacing as they were aware of some minor roads that had been resurfaced 
before through roads. The Local Area Network Manager – South Lakeland 
undertook to provide additional information on resurfacing at Nelson Road, 
Windermere to Mr Jarvis. 
 
A member, speaking about Ulverston, asked about pavement improvements in town 
centres where there was heavy footfall. The Local Area Network Manager – South 
Lakeland explained the footways resurfacing programme assessment process and 
how the programme of work was ranked in priority order. 
 
The Chair referred to the U5519 Easedale Road and Low Mill Bridge, Grasmere. 
The Local Member was concerned that this would be done in 2024/25. The Local 
Area Network Manager – South Lakeland talked about the plans to complete the 
works to one short section of the road. 
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It was requested that a paper explaining the Priority Assessment Scheme process 
be brought to the next meeting in order for members to understand it and how traffic 
volumes were considered as part of the process. 
 
A short discussion took place on the how Local Committees would work following 
Local Government Review (LGR) in terms of how the shadow authority, then new 
authority would be able to influence spending its allocated money and how the 
Highways Service would look. The Local Area Network Manager – South Lakeland 
explained that this was currently unknown but would become clearer. He talked 
about a number of options for the service. The Chair stated that he would be raising 
this matter with the Chair of the Scrutiny Management Board and at the Highways 
Improvement Board. The Leader of SLDC reported on the LGR work currently 
underway with the County’s authorities. 
 
 RESOLVED that,  
 
1 The Working Group recommends that South Lakeland Local Committee agree 

the provisional proposed allocations and schemes within the indicative Devolved 
Highways Capital Budget for 2022/23 as set out in Appendices 1 and 2 to the 
report subject to any further changes to the budget allocation in future.  

2 The Working Group recommends that South Lakeland Local Committee agree 
the proposed, indicative, allocations and schemes for 2023/24 and 2024/25 
identified in appendices 3 and 4 to the report. 

 
17 UPDATE ON THE DELIVERY OF THE 2021/22 DEVOLVED AND NON-

DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 
 
A briefing note from the Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland was 
considered which gave an update on the delivery of the 2021/22 Devolved and Non-
Devolved Capital Programme. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager - South Lakeland gave an update on the progress 
made to date on the Surface Treatment Programme, Carriageway Resurfacing, 
Footway Resurfacing, Drainage Works and Tree Works. 
 
Members were informed that most works for Surface Dressing patching would be 
done in house. Carriageway resurfacing was moving at pace and was on time for 
completion as the weather had not been inclement. The work to be delivered and 
the workload for the team responsible for footway resurfacing was being reviewed 
as there was too much for the team to deliver. External contractors would be 
brought in to complete outstanding schemes. Drainage work continued at pace,  
however recent weather had caused delays to works. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager - South Lakeland explained the work to trees on 
the highway, which had the potential to damage vehicles. 
 
The Chair expressed his concern about trees situated in verges which impacted 
negatively on drains and asked if this was taken into consideration when trees and 
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saplings were removed. The Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland 
explained the action undertaken in these cases. 
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted.  
 
18 DELIVERY OF THE 2021/22 GULLY CLEANSING PROGRAMME 
 
A briefing note was considered from the Local Area Network Manager – South 
Lakeland regarding the delivery of the 2021/22 Gully Cleansing Programme. The 
Local Area Network Manager – South Lakeland talked members through the gully 
wagon service provision in the South Lakeland area. This included the location of 
the 2 gully wagons and where they were deployed. Members were informed about 
the revamped gully cleansing programme for the current year and how COVID 
restrictions had meant there had been a focus on undertaking repairs on gully 
defects rather than on the routine programme. 
 
It was noted that Sowerby Woods based gully wagon was working well to 
programme and the Millness based tanker had slowed down on the programme of 
works due to the identification of a large number of unrecorded soakaways on the 
A65 which were being cleaned. 
 
A member referred to the 64 reports of blocked gullies on the HIAMS system. He 
considered that it would be useful for members to know of any blocked gullies in 
their division. The Local Area Network Manager – South Lakeland referred to recent 
bad flooding in Grange and highlighted that gullies in the area had now been 
cleaned. Another member added that it would be useful to highlight the areas most 
at risk to flooding so members would be aware if there was heavy rain. 
 
In referring to how full the programme of works was and how it would be inevitable 
to slip if a tanker was pulled off the programme, a member thought there was 
insufficient capacity to do the work required. The member asked if there was data 
available relating to how long it took to clear gullies in an urban and rural setting. 
The Local Area Network Manager – South Lakeland advised on a contract for a 
gully cleaning resource that would focus on the resilient road network. A further gully 
cleansing report would be brought to the next meeting of the Working Group. It was 
raised that it would be useful for members to be advised when local gullies had 
been cleansed. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager – South Lakeland noted an error in Appendix 1 to 
the briefing note and undertook to recirculate it to members. He advised on the 
working relationship with SLDC on undertaking road sweeping and gully cleansing.  
 
The Chair referred to Local Government Review and the possible loss of highways 
corporate memory when the new local authority structures came into existence.  
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted.  
 
19 2021/22 FLOOD AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE REPORT 
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A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
which gave and update on 2021/22 Flood and Development Management. The 
report presented an overview of Flood and Development Management activities in 
the South Lakeland area. 
 
A Flood and Development Management Officer gave a detailed update on the 
current major and strategic planning applications and significant pre applications in 
South Lakeland. Members were also given an update on the Section 106 funding 
contributions and advised of the Lead Local Flood Authority update, by another 
Flood and Development Management Officer. 
 
Officers were thanked by Mrs Evans for their recommendation for refusal of 
planning permission for the Duke of Cumberland Inn and asked for the information 
that officers had used to base their recommendation on. 
 
The Manager of Flood and Development Management and Highways Team was 
thanked by Mr Wearing for their assistance at the recent flood event at Windermere 
Road. The Flood and Development Management Officer would update the Flooded 
Properties information on Appendix 3 of the report from 4 to 12 properties and 
resend the document to Mr Wearing. 
 
The Chair reported on his discussions with the Assistant Director Highways and 
Transport about road closures during flooding events. This included the use of local 
agents to close roads and putting out flood signs. This would need to be coordinated 
with the emergency services. 
 
A member raised that there were two sites at Stainton which had been damaged 
during Storm Desmond and had not been dealt with. The Flood and Development 
Management Officer explained that the land was under the Environment Agency’s 
jurisdiction but would draw this to its attention once Mrs Gray had provided further 
details. 
 
The Chair referred to a Task and Finish Group report on Planning Gain. The final 
report had recommended that members receive training on how to engage with the 
process.  
 
The Chair highlighted the proposal for a wedding venue on the west junction on 
Staveley bypass. He considered that if planning permission was granted, there 
would need to be a major modification to the junction which could incur costs for the 
County Council. The Flood and Development Management Officer commented on 
the details of the proposal and added that there would not be any impact on the 
County Council.  
 
In referring to the land west of Sedgwick Road, Mr Cotton asked for further details 
on the proposal. The Flood and Development Management Officers commented on 
the work and discussions that had taken place so far on this proposal. The Local 
Area Network Manager – South Lakeland talked about work undertaken in the past 
for a footway and cycleway which had been costed and undertook to provide the 
details to the Flood and Development Management Officers. The Flood and 
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Development Management Officers talked about contributions for cycling 
improvements and would provide further detail on the proposal at a future meeting 
of the Working Group. 
 
RESOLVED that,  
 
1 That the Highways and Transportation Working Group recommends that the 

Local Committee notes the details provided in appendix 1, 2 and 3 of the 
report. 

2 That the Highways and Transportation Working Group recommends that the 
Local Committee notes the following: 

There are no additional comments in the Appendices of the report to bring to 
the attention of Local Members. Any significant comments, changes and/or 
amendments will be highlighted here in subsequent and future reports to the 
Highways and Transportation Working Group. 

 
20 SAFER SCHOOLS - SCHOOL STREETS INITIATIVE - UPDATE 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader gave a verbal update on the Safer School – 
School Streets Initiative.  
 
A report on the initiative had been considered by South Lakeland Local Committee 
on 5 October 2021. Members had approved the introduction of an Experimental 
School Street Order, outside Sir John Barrow School, Ulverston, for a period of 30 
minutes at either end of the school day, with permitted exemptions. This would 
come into force on 1 November 2021. Members were advised of the signed work 
schedule and the equipment that had been ordered for the school. 
 
The Local Member thanked the Traffic Management Team Leader for the work 
undertaken to date on the initiative. He welcomed that the Leader of SLDC was 
involved in the initiative. 
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted. 
 
21 BRIDGES AND STRUCTURES 
 
The Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland explained that this item had been 
placed on the Agenda to ascertain what information the Working Group required. 
 
The Chair of the Working Group was keen to see the bridges and structures current 
and future programmes of work in a short report on an annual basis to the Working 
Group and for members to be advised on bridge and structures work in their division 
when appropriate. 
 
The Chair of South Lakeland Local Committee referred to a member discussion 
regarding the costs of repairing bridges and structures when they were damaged by 
vehicles which then left the scene. During that discussion, the provision of CCTV at 



 

 
 
 

7 

bridges and structures had been raised so that the person causing the damage 
would have to pay for any damage. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland informed members that he had 
spoken with the County Bridges Manager and Senior Manager - Highways Assets 
and Strategy on this matter. Research would be undertaken using other local 
authorities’ experience of using CCTV. There was a budget which could potentially 
be used for the provision of CCTV.  
 
22 ACTION LOG 
 
The Working Group reviewed the Actions on the Action Log. 
 
Items 3,6 and 7 were removed from the Action Log and updates were provided on 
the other items on the Action Log. 
 
The Chair gave a short update on a meeting that he had attended about on the 
Member Accounts part of HIAMS. The Local Area Network Manager South Lakes 
thanked the members who had attended the meeting. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager South Lakes provided a short update on IT 
officers’ development of the HIAMS Member Accounts function. IT would present 
this to a future meeting of the Working Group. 
 
The Flood and Development Management Officer undertook to update Mr Thornton 
as to whether Low Garth was included on the Flood Scheme. 
 
RESOLVED that, the Senior Democratic Services Officer update the Action Log as 

appropriate. 
 
23 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP 
 
It was requested that the following items be placed on the Agenda for a future 
meeting: 
 

1 Planning Gain briefing after a future South Lakeland Local Committee 
meeting 

2 HIAMS member functionality  
 
The next meeting of the Working Group would be held on Teams. 
 
24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.05 pm 
  

 
 

 


